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DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment filed 12/15/2003 proposes amendments to claims 10, 17, 25, 
28, 29, 38, 53, 57, 58, 260, and 263 that do not comply with 37 CFR 1.173(b), which 
sets forth the manner of making amendments in reissue applications. A supplemental 
paper correctly amending the reissue application is required. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this letter is set to expire ONE (1 ) 
MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS, whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this letter. 

12 j Applicant is notified that any subsequent amendment to the specification and/or 

5 iclaims must comply with 37 CFR 1.173(b). 

itji§ 1.173 Reissue specification, drawings, and amendments. 

iri \ 

ili i(a) Contents of a reissue application . An application for reissue must contain the 

: : 

^ entire specification, including the claims, and the drawings of the patent. No new 
g ;matter shall be introduced into the application. No reissue patent shall be granted 
g jenlarging the scope of the claims of the original patent unless applied for within two 
'~ years from the grant of the original patent, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 251 . 
(1) Specification, including claims. The entire specification, including the 
claims, of the patent for which reissue is requested must be furnished in the 
form of a copy of the printed patent, in double column format, each page on 
only one side of a single sheet of paper. If an amendment of the reissue 
application is to be included, it must be made pursuant to paragraph (b) of 
this section. The formal requirements for papers making up the reissue 
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application other than those set forth in this section are set out in § 1 .52. 
Additionally, a copy of any disclaimer (§ 1 .321), certificate of correction (§§ 
1.322 through 1.324), or reexamination certificate (§ 1570) issued in the 
patent must be included. (See also § 1.178). 

(2) Drawings . Applicant must submit a clean copy of each drawing sheet of 
the printed patent at the time the reissue application is filed. If such copy 
complies with § 1 .84, no further drawings will be required. Where a drawing 
of the reissue application is to include any changes relative to the patent being 
reissued, the changes to the drawing must be made in accordance with 

;J ; paragraph (b)(3) of this section. The Office will not transfer the drawings from 

^ the patent file to the reissue application. 

il; (b) Making amendments in a reissue application. An amendment in a reissue 
{•^ application is made either by physically incorporating the changes into the 
i;^ specification when the application is filed, or by a separate amendment paper. If 
amendment is made by incorporation, markings pursuant to paragraph (d) of this 
section must be used. If amendment is made by an amendment paper, the paper 
must direct that specified changes be made. 

(1 ) Specification other than the claims . Changes to the specification, other 
than to the claims, must be made by submission of the entire text of an added 
or rewritten paragraph, including markings pursuant to paragraph (d) of this 
section, except that an entire paragraph may be deleted by a statement 
deleting the paragraph without presentation of the text of the paragraph. The 
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precise point in the specification must be identified where any added or 
rewritten paragraph is located. This paragraph applies whether the 
amendment is submitted on paper or compact disc (see §§ 1 .52(e)(1) and 
1 .821 (c), but not for discs submitted under § 1 .821 (e)). 
(2) Claims . An amendment paper must include the entire text of each claim 
being changed by such amendment paper and of each claim being added by 
such amendment paper. For any claim changed by the amendment paper, a 
parenthetical expression "amended," "twice amended," etc., should follow the 
Q iclalm number. Each changed patent claim and each added claim must include 
i-fi imarkings pursuant to paragraph (d) of this section, except that a patent claim or 
^ Padded claim should be canceled by a statement canceling the claim without 
j ^presentation of the text of the claim. 

% (3) Drawings . Any change to the patent drawings must be submitted as a 

Q I 

K I sketch on a separate paper showing the proposed changes in red for 
Q I approval by the examiner. Upon approval by the examiner, new drawings in 
compliance with § 1 .84 including the approved changes must be filed. 
Amended figures must be identified as "Amended," and any added figure 
must be identified as "New." In the event that a figure is canceled, the figure 
must be surrounded by brackets and identified as "Canceled." 
(c) Status of claims and support for claim changes . Whenever there is an 
amendment to the claims pursuant to paragraph (b) of this section, there must 
also be supplied, on pages separate from the pages containing the changes, the 
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status (i.e., pending or canceled), as of the date of the amendment, of all patent 
claims and of all added claims, and an explanation of the support in the disclosure 
of the patent for the changes made to the claims. 

(d) Changes shown by markings . Any changes relative to the patent being reissued 
which are made to the specification, including the claims, upon filing, or by an 
amendment paper in the reissue application, must include the following markings: 

(1) The matter to be omitted by reissue must be enclosed in brackets; and 

(2) The matter to be added by reissue must be underlined, except for 
lamendments submitted on compact discs (§§ 1.96 and 1.821(c)), Matter 
added by reissue on compact discs must be preceded with "<u>" and end 
with "</U>" to properly identify the material being added. 
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1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Kalinowski, whose telephone number is (703) 
305-2398. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 9:00 
AM to 6:30 PM. In addition, the examiner can be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If any attempt to reached the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Joseph Thomas, can be reached on (703) 305-9588. The fax 
telephone number for this group is (703) 305-7687 (for official communications including 
a After Final communications labeled "Box AF"). 


Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 


fU Drive, Arlington, VA, 7th Floor, receptionist. 
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Primary Examiner 
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